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AN EX-PRIEST IN ITALY 

A PITEOUS APPEAL has come from a 
former priest and colleague of ours in Italy, 
Raffaello Paone. In the February, 1940, is¬ 
sue of our magazine we told the story and 
published the picture of this ex-priest who 
had recently left the Roman priesthood and 
was then working as an Evangelical mis¬ 
sionary in Florence. That was before Italy 
entered the war, and until May of this year 
we had heard nothing from him. Here is 
what he now tells us of his experiences dur¬ 
ing the past six years: 

“It would be too long to recount all 
that we have suffered from the war and 
Fascism. One night in April, 1944, Mus¬ 
solini’s Black Brigade came to take me 
prisoner and put me in a forced labor 
camp in Germany. With the help of the 
Lord I escaped and am now in Solesino, 



RAFFAELLO PAONE 

Former Catholic priest and graduate of 
the Accademia di Alta Latinita, Gregorian 
University, Rome, Italy. 


near Padua, where I work for the So ] 
cialist Party and write for their niag a ] 
zine TEco dei Lavoratori,’ but without! 
pay. My wife has a position as a school 
teacher with a very meagre salary, t! 
have now two children, Licia, 6 years 
old, and Vinicio, 3 years. 

“On account of the Concordat be¬ 
tween the Vatican and Mussolini, which 
still remains in force and specificallv ' 
prohibits the employment of ex-priests 
I am unable to obtain a salaried job 
“I would be very happy if I could 
come to America to work as a teacher ■ 
in Italian and take part in the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. 

“In the meantime we would be grate-f 
ful for shoes for the children (size for 
age 7 and 4), and for my wife and my. 
self, along with some food and clothes. 
We haven’t had coffee and sugar for 
nearly ten years. 

“I send .greetings in the name of 
Christ our Saviour. 

—Raffaello PaoneM 

Christ’s Mission mill gladly transmit to 
Mr. Paone any assistance our readers may] 
send us for Mm. 

HYMN OF THE FREEBORN 

“All that is Caesar’s’’ unto him 
We render cheerfully: 

But that which is our God’s alone, 
Caesar's can never be! 

Free men will never drink the cup 
Which is the tyrant’s dole — 

That drugs the spirit and the flesh 
And thus enslaves the soul. 

Our consciences, unfettered, free 
To grasp the truth revealed, 

Shall bow the knee to none but God, 
Though flesh, to might, must yield; j 
The freedom of the human soul, 

Its right to liberty, 

Our fathers gave their lives for these — i 
If needful, so shall ice! 

The right to worship as they choose, 

For all the sons of men, 

Is fruit of fire, and blood, and sword, 

And since time’s dawn has been: 

If this must be, 0 free men all — 

In spirit, as in name — 1 

Sweet then the death should mortal breath ] 
Go forth on freedom’s flame! 

—Jessie Wjimore Murton’J 
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PROTESTANTS BEWARE! 

“Won’t you walk into my parlor? 
Said the spider to the fly; 

’Tis the prettiest little parlor 
That ever you did spy.” 

D ISCLOSURE by Protestant lead¬ 
ers of eight nations that they fa¬ 
vored collaboration with the Roman 
Catholic church on world problems has 
caused consternation in many quarters. 
The proposal was made at the meeting 
|of the World Council of Churches in 
Cambridge, England, last August 3, 
and, as reported in the N. Y. Times, in¬ 
volved ‘‘some, kind of satisfactory un¬ 
derstanding at the highest level, pre¬ 
sumably between the World Council of 
Churches and the Vatican.” 

Not all of those present endorsed the 
proposal, and it was generally recog¬ 
nized that “cooperation with Roman 
Catholic bodies seems difficult.” It is 
well known that the Roman Catholic 
church is interested in union with 
Protestants, but only on condition that 
Protestants submit to Roman Catholic 
leadership. It advocates that “the lamb 
lie down with the lion, ’ ’—but inside the 
lion. 

The director of the World Council’s 
Department of Reconstruction, Dr. J. 
Hutchison Cockburn, is reported by 


The Lutheran magazine of last July 17, 
as having returned from Rome after 
consultation there with Msgr. Tardini, 
of the papal secretariat of state, and 
other Vatican officials to find out the 
Vatican’s opinion on unity of action 
with Protestantism. Msgr. Tardini 
frankly told him that “there was no 
possibility of united action now.” He 
obtained a like answer from Msgr. Bo- 
jer, director of studies at the Gregorian 
University, whom he questioned about 
the aims of “Unitas,” a Roman Cath¬ 
olic movement which is attempting to 
bring churches together under Roman 
leadership. The only result that could 
be hoped for from “Unitas,” Dr. Cock- 
burn was told, was “that the Vatican 
could conceivably be led to recognize 
certain liturgical practices of the Or¬ 
thodox or the Anglo-Catholics.” In the 
opinion of The Lutheran, “the move¬ 
ment seems to be purely political and 
entirely in favor of strengthening the 
Pope’s hand throughout the world.” 

If there are any Protestants who 
think that the Vatican has any other 
objective than political gain in collab¬ 
orating with them, they are gravely in 
error. But there is a real danger that 
the Protestant World Council, in their 
anxiety to build up resistance to Com¬ 
munism, may be led to join up with the 
Vatican in its crusade for a ‘holy war’ 
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against Soviet Russia. 

The impossibility of Protestantism 
ever entering into alliance with Roman 
Catholicism is well put by Dr. Charles 
C. Morrison in the last of his series of 
thirteen articles in The Christian Cen¬ 
tury, entitled “Can Protestantism Win 
America?” Though severely critical of 
Protestantism in many ways, Dr. Mor¬ 
rison bluntly opposes even a “fellow¬ 
ship” with Roman Catholicism in the 
following words (issue of July 3, 1946, 
page 833): 

“Protestantism can never have eccle¬ 
siastical felloivship with a church 
which maintains itself as a system of 
irresponsible power derived from the 
abject submission of its members. 
Such a system is the essence of Ro¬ 
man Catholicism. It falsifies Christi¬ 
anity, is an affront to human dignity, 
is incompatible with both the spirit 
and the institutions of democracy, 
and contains within itself the in¬ 
eradicable seeds of its own corrup¬ 
tion. No such irresponsible power is 
safe in any hands.’ 3 

That puts the whole matter in a nut¬ 
shell. Protestantism has the power in 
its own Gospel to win not only America, 
but the whole world, to Christ. After 
that all other things shall be added. 
Why then should it want to lean upon 
a system of corrupt ecclesiastical power 
so clearly outlined above ? 


THE BIBLE STILL GOES 

HE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCI¬ 
ETY distributed more than 14,500,- 
000 Bibles and New Testaments in for¬ 
ty languages during the six-year war 
period ending June 30, 1946, accord¬ 
ing to a report made public on August 
7 of this year. Of this number, 8,923,355 


copies went to the armed forces. Three 
million Bibles or New Testaments in 
twenty-three different languages also 1 
went to people in bombed-out areas 
abroad, and 2,494,148 to prisoners be] 
hind barbed wire. 

Here is the answer to the Popes o£1 
Rome who, for the past 100 years, have 
issued encyclical after encyclical con¬ 
demning Protestant Bible societies for 
printing the Bible and New Testament 
in the languages of the common people. 

Pope Pius VII denounced the circu¬ 
lation of the Bible as “a crafty.jam 
vice,” and “a nefarious scheme threat¬ 
ening everlasting ruin.” Pope Leo XII 
condemned Protestant Bible societies 
as “strutting with effrontery through 
the world.” Pope Pius IX styled the 
printing of the Holy Scriptures in the 
language of the people as “an old de¬ 
vice of heretics.” 


‘INVIOLABLE’ CONCORDAT 

OPE PIUS XII received an official: 
visit last July 31 from Enrico de 
Nicola, newly-elected president of the 
Italian Republic. “The usual military 
pomp and ceremony marked the arri¬ 
val of President de Nicola for his his¬ 
toric audience with the Pope,” accord¬ 
ing to the (Brooklyn) Catholic Tablet 
of August 3. “He was received by Pius 
XII on a small throne after having 
been accorded military honors by the 
Palatine Guard.” 

Of great significance in the Pope’s 
public pronouncement was his insist-: 
ence that the Lateran Pact made be¬ 
tween Mussolini and Pope Pius XI in 
1929 (which was the starting point of 
all Fascist aggressions) should be safe-i 
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Reeled now both by the new Italian 
Ifleniment and the ‘Big Pour’ peace 
feto rs in Paris. With an eye on those 
M t j ie peacetable just then deciding 
[jgiy’s fate, the Pope declared (from 
jj§ fact as above) : 

“We ore sure that the Italian people 
an( l their rulers will always he con¬ 
gous of the advantages accruing from 
the Lateran Pact, and will take piide 
|u showing on Roman soil and in the 
I j e j CS of the world that the ‘inviolable 
faith and the constancy in words and 
agreements’ inherited from their Ro- 
fHinnn ancestors are today and forever 
unchangeable laws.” 

I Here the Pope is boasting to the 
world about the Vatican’s solemn 
agreements with the late despised Fas¬ 
cist dictator Mussolini. The American, 
British and Russian victors in the war 
fagainst Fascism are asked by him to 
uphold the Lateran Treaty and Con¬ 
cordat entered into between Mussolini 
and the Vatican, despite the fact that 
they contain stipulations against the 
four freedoms, especially the freedom 
Hf"religion. How can the new Italy be- 
|ome a true democratic republic if its 
constitution is still made to reaffirm the 
first article of the Treaty between Mus¬ 
solini and the Vatican, that the Roman 
Catholic religion must be the only re¬ 
ligion of the State? 

Jg Why is the Pope so much concerned 
with what he calls “the inviolable faith 
and constancy in words and agree¬ 
ments” made with dictator Mussolini? 
And why does he insist that these 
should remain “forever unchangeable 
laws”? It is obvious that he wants to 
preserve the substance of Fascism un¬ 
der the guise of lip-service to democra¬ 
cy—till the time comes again when the 
Vatican can safely throw off even the 


pretense of democracy and ally itself 
with a hoped-for revival of Fascism. 


VATICAN DEAF TO JEWS’ APPEAL 

MERICAN JEWS sent an urgent 
appeal to President Truman last 
July 16 to call on Pope Pius XII to 
intercede with the Catholic people of 
Poland on behalf of the J ews there who 
“have been subjected to terror and po¬ 
groms.’’ 

This was after a like appeal to Car¬ 
dinal Hlond of Poland had failed. The 
appeal asked Mr. Truman “that the 
intercession be made through Myron G. 
Taylor, United States representative to 
the Vatican,” and took exception to 
Cardinal Hlond’s statement that the 
recent anti-Jewish terror in Poland was 
due to a great degree to Jews them¬ 
selves. The N. Y. Times of-July 17 
quoted from this appeal to President 
Truman as follows: 

“Murder because of opposition to some 
Government officials can never be con¬ 
doned, and exposing to persecution and 
terror an entire group, because of the 
politics of some individuals acting en¬ 
tirely on their own, is contrary to all 
principles of humanity and religion. 

“We therefore respectfully ask that 
you urge upon His Holiness the Pope, 
through your representative at the Vat¬ 
ican or by any other means that you 
may deem appropriate, that he make 
it known to the adherents of the Catho¬ 
lic Church of Poland that the politics 
of some individuals cannot possibly 
justify persecution and terror against 
innocent men, women and children.” 

Here is one instance in which the 
presence of Mr. Taylor at the Vatican 
could have been of merciful help. But 
so far, nothing has been done. 

The Jeioish Telegraph Agency of 
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July 19 reported that Cardinal Hlond’s dividual, community, labor and private 
declaration was followed by a state- property.” 

ment in the unofficial Vatican Newslet- Mussolini is dead, but his ecclesias- 
ter Ari agreeing with the Cardinal’s tical partner in Rome still propagates 
declaration that the Kielce riot, in hi s Fascist ideas throughout the world 
which 41 Jews and four Poles died “re- —under the guise of ‘Christian’ doc-i 
suited exclusively from political pas- trine. 

sions provoked by measures adopted by _ 

responsible Jewish authorities.” 

SCRIPTURAL AIDS TO 
CHRISTIAN GROWTH 


POPE AGAIN ENDORSES 
‘CORPORATIVE STATE’ 

OPE PIUS XII wrote a letter last 
July to Professor Charles Flory, 
president of the Semaines Sociales de 
France, in which he openly declared 
that he favored a ‘ ‘ corporative form of 
social life,” rather than nationaliza¬ 
tion, which he condemned. As quoted 
in a Rome dispatch to the N. Y. Times 
of July 21, the Pope stated that “the 
institution pf corporative associations 
or units in every branch of the national 
economy, was more advantageous from 
the social point of view and also more 
conducive to efficiency.” 

This is the economic and social doc¬ 
trine of Fascism as established by Mus¬ 
solini, and endorsed by the late Pope 
Pius XI (who entered into the Lateran 
Pact with the Italian dictator) in his 
Encyclical Quadragesimo Anno. Ev¬ 
eryone knows that Corporatism is Fas¬ 
cism. 

Imitating his predecessor, Pope Pius 
XII assures the world that the corpora¬ 
tive state is in keeping with Christian 
teaching. “ A corporative form of so¬ 
cial life” he declared, “and especially 
of economic life in practice favors 
Christian doctrine concerning the in- 


By John J. Kelley 

1. Organization in the Church. 

Phil. 2:12-16; James 1:22; I Cor. 3 
15; II Thess. 2:16, 17. 

2. Church Worship. 

Heb. 10:23, 24, 25; Matt. 4:10; John 
4:24. 

3. Bible Study. 

II Tim. 2:15; Ps. 119:9, 11, 105, 130; 
John 5:39; 14:26; John 16:13, 14. 

Prayer. 

I. Kinds of prayer. 

(1) Secret prayer. Matt. 6:G. 

(2) Family prayer. Jer. 10:25. 

(3) Social prayer. Matt. 18:19, 20. 

(4) Public prayer. Luke 1:10; 
Acts 3:1. 

II. How should we pray? 

(1) To the Father. John 16:23, 241; 

(2) In Christ’s name. John 14:13, 
14. 

(3) In faith. Mark 11:24. 

(4) In the spirit. Rom. 8:26. 

(5) In conformity to God’s will. 
I John 5:14. 

(6) In a forgiving spirit. Matt. 5: 
23, 24. 

(7) In a thanksgiving spirit. Phil. 
4:6. 

5. Stewardship. 

Acts 20:35; II Cor. 9:6, 7, 8; II Cor. 
8:7; Heb. 7:1, 2, 17. 

6. Personal Worfc. 

John 1:40-42; Col. 3:16. 

7. Church service. 

John 12:26; Luke 22:26; Col. 3:24. 
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pEMON WORSHIP IN ITALY 


jpljjEIR SAINTS AND MADON- 
BmAS having failed to help them 
En the war and save their country 
fern devastation, Italians are now re¬ 
ported as turning for help to the devil. 
5g 0 widespread has devil-worship be- 
Ibme that Cardinal Schuster of Milan 
Ifl issued two pastoral letters in which 
j ll , 0 penly describes and condemns the 
blasphemous rites and practices of de- 
monism carried on by groups and in¬ 
dividuals. As quoted by Time magazine 
!§ last August 5, he declared : 

“There exist individuals and groups 
who are trying to get consecrated hosts, 
which they profane and use for unmen¬ 
tionable purposes during their meet¬ 
ings.” • . A sect which sustains the 
part of Judas the Traitor is at work, 
and is all the more repulsive because 
M . . . boys are abused.” 

Demonism, or Satanism, has always 
existed alongside Roman Catholicism, 
land consists in the use of rituals that 
are the counterpart of rituals used in 
fpie Roman Catholic Mass. The cere¬ 
mony in which its devotees participate 
■is called the “Black Mass,” usually 
celebrated by a priest, but also carried 
out without a priest if a consecrated 
wafer (believed to have been changed 
Into the body of Christ at a regular 
Mass) can be stolen from the altar in a 
Roman Catholic church, or carried 
away in the mouth of someone who re¬ 
ceives it during Holy Communion with 
others. Time magazine of above date 
quotes the following horrible descrip¬ 
tion of the ritual of a “Black Mass” 
from the book, Witchcraft, (published 
by Harcourt Brace in 1940) : 

“Before an altar surmounted by a cru¬ 
cifix turned upside down, and on which 
tlie girl who is a virgin lies naked, the 


black-robed priest intones parts of the 
true Mass ‘backward,’ in dog Latin, 
substituting the word ‘evil’ for ‘good’ 
and the word ‘Satan* for ‘God.’ The 
prostitute, robed in scarlet, perforins 
the duties of acolyte; the goblet of wine 
is placed between the breasts of the 
recumbent virgin and a part of the 
wine is spilled over her body. At the 
supreme moment, the sacrament, the 
consecrated wafer ... is debased in¬ 
stead of elevated, and subsequently de¬ 
filed.” 

It should not be altogether surpris¬ 
ing that Roman Catholic people would 
turn in this way for help from a 
“White Mass” to a “Black Mass,” 
and from the statues of their Madonnas 
and saints to the devil for power to 
help them. They are taught that their 
priests have the power to bring God 
into a piece of bread, so why shouldn’t 
they also believe that their priests can 
bring the devil also into a piece of 
bread by just reversing the process? 
The Pope and his priests claim the pow¬ 
er to be able to bless and to curse as 
they wish—to bring the blessing of God 
or the curse of the devil upon whom 
they please. The words “ benediction” 
and “malediction” are counterparts of 
one another. When the Pope, for in¬ 
stance, pronounces a dogma of Roman 
Catholic belief, such as the dogma of 
his own Infallibility or of the Immacu¬ 
late Conception of the Virgin Mary, or 
of Purgatory, etc., he curses (“Let him 
he anathema”) anyone who disbelieves 
the dogma he defines. 

The claim by men to be able to traffic 
in the power of the devil by the hands 
of a priest, is no more blasphemous 
than the claim to be able to manipulate 
God and his power in the same way. 
The two are to be found in all religions 
that set up priesthoods and claim for 
them special powers over good forces 
and evil forces, both of which are ap¬ 
peased and ealled upon for help as oc¬ 
casion demands. 
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THE MYTH OF CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC 
SUCCESSION | 

By Henry F. Brown || 


U NSUSPECTING Protestants are 
easily deceived by the bold but 
unsubstantiated claim of Roman 
Catholicism to an unbroken line of 
“apostolic succession” of its popes, 
bishops and priests. The claim is cate¬ 
gorically stated as follows: Jesus or¬ 
dained Peter, Peter his successor, who 
in turn ordained another, and so on 
down to the present pope. Thus “apos- 
tolicity” is exclusively claimed as cer¬ 
tain for all popes, bishops and priests 
of the Roman Catholic church. 

In the first place the entire claim 
rests on Peter’s being in Rome as pon¬ 
tiff—which never has been proved. It 
is stated that there must be “continu¬ 
ity with the church founded by Jesus 
Christ,” and that only the Roman 
Catholic church has maintained this 
“unbroken chain of successors.”— 
(Catholic Encyclopedia, Yol. 3, p. 
642). 

If it is true that Peter was the first 
bishop of Rome, how then could Paul 
be a legitimate apostle? For it is cer¬ 
tain that he was not called by Peter 
and that he was not consecrated by 
Peter laying hands on him. He was call¬ 
ed directly by Jesus (Acts 9:15), in¬ 
dependently of Peter. He was baptized 
by Ananias, a disciple (Acts 9:17, 18). 

When Paul attempted to associate 
himself with Peter and the rest of the 
apostles they refused to believe that he 
was not a spy. After being sponsored 
by Barnabas, a layman, the apostles 


tolerated him (Acts 9:26, 28). He was j 
not accepted as an apostle by Peter and 
the others, and disappears from u , r 
view for a number of years (A.' <j. 

30). 

The laymen from the scatterljjji 
church in Jerusalem preached the G< . 
pel in Antioch (Acts 8:1, 4:11,19), amttH 
raised up a church without the inter¬ 
vention of Peter. Barnabas, the recon- 'Jl 
ciling layman, was sent to investiga,t<ifj 
the non-conformist church. He remem||| 
bers Paul in Tarsus and goes to Audi ~ 
him (Acts 11:25, 26), and these two|j 
laymen preached the Gospel of Christ |§ 
with such success that they were the 5 
first to be called “Christians.” Then 
the Holy Spirit instructed this unau- . 
thorized church — if to be authorized |§ 
they must have a permit from the 
pope—to consecrate Paul and Barna- 
bas as apostles (Acts 13:1, 3). 

Thus we see that Peter, if he were •:§ 
indeed the first Roman pope, refused | 
to accept Paul, though Jesus himself ;;| 
had called him to a very definite task. | 
This great apostle Paul was consecra¬ 
ted, not by the laying on of Peter’s f 
hands, or of any of Peter’s agents, but f 
was consecrated by unauthorized lay- A 
men in a non-conforming church! 

Paul reviews the history of this ex¬ 
perience. He says he received his Cos- 
pel from Christ and not from Peter J 
(Gal. 1:11, 12). He denies that he com- '§ 
municated with the “hierarchy” (Gal. } 
1:17), but went instead to the deseEjjl 
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§1 ta jj c jt over with God alone, and that 
ft I first visit to Jerusalem after his con- 
jSr ^rsion was three years after that mem- 
K Jl^le event (Gal. 1:18). He remained 
hut two weeks, and nothing ap- 
■ oarently happened to authorize him to 
W preach with any legitimacy. There was 
jjp < < continuity with the church f ound- 

m e( j by Christ, ’ ’ if the laying on of hands 
llts required to obtain that. 

fe. p au i ignores completely his lack of 
lip ■■•ajjostolie ordination at the hands of 
BBlllter. He made thousands of converts 
S . Christ, organized churches (Acts 14: 
if.: .23), consecrated elders or bishops (Acts 
jR 90:17), and sent men whom he had con¬ 
i' secrated as bishops to consecrate others 
pKi (Titus 1:5, 7). In other words, he built 
|I. up a church that was entirely non- 
S ‘ conforming, having no legitimate eon- 
li nection with Peter’s church. 

| 

S Fourteen years later Paul, the non- 
fe conformist apostle, went to Jerusalem, 
jg ‘and there the apostles reluctantly gave 
; bun the right hand of fellowship (Gal. 
jjj l 2:9). But there was no submission to 
R Peter, no reconsecration of Paul. On 
y _ the contrary, this intrepid, fearless, un- 
R compromising apostle “withstood Peter 
I' to the face” (Gal. 2:11), and they divi- 
lg ded the field between them (Gal. 2:9). 

|j|fe. The Roman Catholic hierarchy faces 
p here the dilemma either of rejecting its 
jg- vital and basic doctrine of apostolic 
Bp succession—the chain of Peter and con- 
j§ secrated priests—or of rejecting a spe- 
jjjj cifically chosen messenger of heaven, 
| = St. Paul. If Paul were rejected—which 
jr the Roman church must do to be logical 
l - in its doctrine—with him goes a large 
| portion of the New Testament, most of 
i the Christian doctrine of the church, 
' because it is Pauline, and some of the 
| h greatest early churches, Antioch, Ephe- 
, sus, Corinth, and Thessolonica, because 
| these are the fruitage of this “illegal- 
| ly” consecrated non-conformist. 


But Paul never considered himself 
unconsecrated nor less-authorized than 
any of the other apostles, though the 
hands of Peter were never placed on 
him (2 Cor. 11:5): “l regard myself as 
no wise inferior to the great apostles,” 
he says (New Revised Catholic New 
Testament). 

The Roman Catholic church does not 
reject Paul, but by accepting him it 
rejects its own essential doctrine of 
apostolic succession. By accepting him 
as an apostle it furthermore destroys 
its claim to be the exclusive mouth¬ 
piece of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit demonstrated in the choice of 
Paul that He alone is the Vicar of 
Christ and there is no need of a pope. 
By the same token John Wesley was 
the apostle of God to England, so was 
Whitfield, though these men were not 
in communion with Peter’s successor. 
Dwight L. Moody was Christ’s apostle, 
and so is every Christ-chosen minister 
of God. 

Protestants reject absolutely the me¬ 
chanical conception of apostolic suc¬ 
cession through the long line of wicked 
popes of the Middle Ages. They follow, 
rather, the prophetic succession of the 
Hebrew prophets. When God wanted a 
messenger in the Old Testament He 
didn’t request the high priests for one, 
but simply called the man: “Whom 
shall 1 send, and who will go for us?” 
He asked Isaiah. That fine man of God 
responded, “Here am I, send me.” 
(Isa. 6:8). These were Spirit-chosen 
men, endowed and ordained by the 
Holy Spirit. Elijah was sitting by his 
sheep in Gilead when "the word of the 
Lord came unto Him” (1 Kings 17:2). 
Amos was a shepherd when God took 
him (Amos (7:14, 15). Jeremiah was 
called before his birth (Jer. 1:5). 

Of all the prophets of the Hebrew 
succession we can think of none who 
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LUTHER ON ORIGINAL SIN 


was consecrated, by the high priest of 
his time, or even by the prophet who 
went before him. Each man was chosen 
directly by God. That is the Spirit- 
governed prophetic succession versus 
the mechanical “apostolic succession” 
of Roman Catholicism. And that is the 
system of ministry that the Protestant 
church in its evangelical branches holds 
today. 


GOOD RETORT 

THE FOLLOWING letter from one of our 
readers was published in the Washington, 
D. C. Post of last June 12. It is a splendid 
retort to the Post's argument in favor of a 
U. S. Ambassador to the Vatican, namely, 
because the Pope is a “territorial sover¬ 
eign,” as well as head of a religion, the 
same as the Romanov czars, the King of 
England, and others:' 

To the Washington ‘Post’: 

Sir: 

In your editorial there is one point, 
and a very important one, that you must 
have overlooked. You acknowledge the 
Pope as a "territorial sovereign” and if 
such, what right has his subjects to citi¬ 
zenship in our country ? If the Romanov 
czars were alive and in power as former¬ 
ly, ivould you advocate that their sub¬ 
jects should have the right of citizenship 
here, even though, as you say, they were 
heads of the Russian Orthodox Churcht 
The same applies to the English and 
Turks. Should they not have to abjure 
their allegiance to each of their riders 
before they could be citizens ? 

If, as you say, we had a regular diplo¬ 
matic mission to the Holy See up to 1867, 
why should we do wrong again because 
we did so before? Two wrongs do not 
make a right. 

—Samuel S. Snyder 
Washington, D. C. 


ARE YOU A COWARD? . 

A MAN who regards reputation as worth 
more than character is a coward. Reputa¬ 
tion is what the world says of ns; char¬ 
acter is what God knows us to he. 


'TTIE SCIENTIST Thomas Huxley* 
*- once said that he could find no bltHI 
ter term to indicate the corruption of 
human nature than that of “origi||jM 
sin” which was coined by the theolfljl 
gians. And no one lias ever explained 
so frankly and clearly what “origin, 
sin” really means than Martin Luther. 
Here is what he says:* 

“It is so deep and horrible a corruption SI 
of nature that no reason can coinpre': 1| 
hend it, but it must be believed upon ' -f 
authority of the revelation in the Scrip. £ 
tures ... It is the cluef sin; if it were l|l 
not, there would be no actual sin. ThSi-'S 
sin is not, like all other sins, committed: it 
but it IS. It is the root of all sins, and 1 
is the essential sin, which exists not'!3fS 
for an hour or for any period but as 
long as the person lives. This natural 'M 
sin God alone sees. It can he restrained H 
by no law or punishment, even though Sgj 
there were a thousand hells; only the 
grace of God can purify and renew tltd 3§ 
nature ... It is the heritage of all who 18 
are or that be born into the world, If 
Christ alone excepted.” 

This is in accord with Paul’s efj8§j 
planation in 2 Cor. 5:17: “Therefore Jf 
if any man be in Christ, he is a new ® 
creature ...” And again in Gal. 6:15 s J 
“For in Christ Jesus neither circum- sj 
cision availeth anything, nor uncircum- . 
cision, but a new creature .” 

In other words, human attempts at I 
changing man’s nature are of no avail f 
whatever. All the alleged power of the 
seven sacraments of the church of 
Rome, all the ‘merits’ of the Virgin 
Mary and all the good works of all th Ml 
saints who ever lived, and all the ab- I 
solutions of all the priests ordained by i 
the church of Rome, or any other 
church, together with all the blessings 

* cf. Martin Luther, The Hero of the ij 
Reformation, by Henry E. Jacobs. 
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ardous of all the popes and bisli- 
jj 0 ever existed, cannot change a 
corrupt nature by one iota—or 


add one scintilla to the lustre of a soul 
already made new by the saving grace 
of Jesus Christ. 

Any change claimed by such human 
agencies is no real change at all. It is 
only apparent, and to such a change 
can well be applied the clever French 
proverb: ‘ 1 Plus ga change, plus c ’est la 
meme chose .”—“The more it changes 
the more it remains the same.” 


ABOVE is a picture of the “Monstrance” 
"used in Roman Catholic churches for the 
adoration of the consecrated wafer of 
bread which is believed to be the flesh 
and blood of ,Tesus Christ. The round 
wafer is placed in the center of this “mon- 
strnnee,” which is a gold or gilt stand, 
often encrusted with precious stones, 
from which sun-rays i>our out from the 
center. When exposed above the altar, the 
people are obliged to genuflect on both 
knees before it in full adoration. 


There is no doubt that this had its or¬ 
igin in the Egyptian sun-worship of the 
goddess ‘Ceres’ (corn), whose son was 
thus adored as the Sun-divinity incarnate 
who was symbolized as the “bread of 
God.” In Egypt, the disk of the sun was 
likewise represented in the temples, and 
tiie king and his wife and children were 
represented as bowing down and adoring 
it. From Egypt it was brought to Rome 
where it was first copied by pagan, and 
later by papal, Rome. (cf. ‘The Two Baby- 
Ions,’ by Alexander Hislop, pp. 1G1-1G3) 


THIS is a copy of a representation of a 
sacrifice to the sun, wiiere two priests are 
seen worshiping the sun’s image. It was 
discovered in Babain, in Upper Egypt. A 
like scene may be witnessed in Roman 
Catholic churches today where priests of¬ 
fer ‘sacrifice’ of bread and wine on an 
altar with the round w T afer of bread set 
in the center of a gold disk from which 
shoot out on all sides the golden rays of 
the sun. 
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ETERNAL LIFE AND 
EVERLASTING LIFE 

(John 3:15-16) 

By John J. Kelley 

T he WORDS “eternal life” and 
“everlasting life” abound in the 
New Testament, and while they seem to 
mean one and the same thing, never¬ 
theless there is a real difference be¬ 
tween them. 

Eternal life refers to the nature or 
the quality of the life which we can re¬ 
ceive, even on this earth, in Christ 
Jesus. Everlasting life refers to the 
quantity or duration of that life. Our 
new life in Christ Jesus is eternal be¬ 
cause the Eternal God comes to abide in 
our hearts and we are made partakers 
of the divine nature. “He that is joined 
to the Lord is one Spirit with the 
Lord ” (1 Cor. 6:17). This new life in 
Christ Jesus is everlasting because it 
will have no ending; it is eternal be¬ 
cause it is a partaking of the life of 
God. 

Some scholars tell us that there is no 
word in the Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek 
which can be translated as “eternal,” 
hut that in each language the word 
used should be translated “for the ages 
of the ages.” From this they reason 
that we do not have eternal life but 
only life “for the ages of the ages.” 
How thankful we should be that our 
eternal life does not depend upon the 
meaning of a Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek 
or English word, blit that we have eter¬ 
nal life because it is the life of the 
Eternal God abiding in us. 

Let us then take courage and rejoice 
that our bodies are the temples of the 
Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 3:16), and let us 
live for Jesus every moment of every 
dfl.v. 


THE VATICAN AND 
HAILE SELASSIE 

EWS FROM ETHIOPIA is very 11 
disconcerting. On the one hand, 
Emperor Haile Selassie, the “Lion of 
Judah,” is reported as bitterly resent¬ 
ing the Big Four delay in returning to 
Ethiopia the former Italian colony of m 
Eritrea, “stolen by the Italians from 
the Ethiopian Empire,” as The Chr 
tian Science Monitor of last July 'm 
put it. By way of appeasing the Em¬ 
peror, the Export-Import Bank! in 
Washington granted a $3,000,000 ljan 
to the African kingdom. Although the 
government is purely Ethiopian the y 
British run the political affairs of tlm-T-lj 
country. British judges sit in the coun- 
try’s High Court, and British teachers 
are directing the country’s most i^jjl 
portant schools. 

The disconcerting part of it is that;j| 
the Ethiopian Government, according 
to the above report, has turned to tjupp 
Vatican for support “to eounterbal- '. 
ance overwhelming British influence.” 
although it is admitted that Haile Se- : | 
lassie remembers well that “the Vati- 1 
can backed Mussolini’s conquest of his 
country.” Haile Selassie furthermore 
has decided to send a diplomatic mis-1| 
sion to Rome, and the Vatican has de¬ 
clared its intention to have a papal 
nuncio in Addis Adaba. 

In addition, the Vatican Propaganda 
Fide College in Rome and the Papal.| 
Ethiopian College have been training 
missionaries for Ethiopia. Four Cana-| 
dian Jesuits are already on their way 
to build up an educational system in ; 
Ethiopia, at Haile Selassie’s request, ; 
A Reuters report from London of July : 
17 says: “The Jesuits will set up a col¬ 
lege for training primary teachers ttt | 
Addis Adaba. After that a network of 
schools, ranging from primary schools. | 
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diversities, will be begun.” 

| seems strange that Haile Selassie 
lid, of his own accord, ally himself 
the Vatican. Nor can we see how 
would ‘ ‘ counterbalance overwhelm- 
British influence” in his country, 
ew York Times dispatch of Febru- 
1945, indicated that the arrange- 
t to allow Jesuit missionaries into 
iopia was agreed upon at Haile Se- 
ie’s meeting with Winston Church- 
and President Roosevelt after the 
mea Conference. It was added that 
uuan Catholic Bishop David Mat- 
ew was sent from England shortly 
lerwards as Papal representative to 
thiopia to negotiate the arrangement. 

The Vatican’s open support of the 
uquest of Ethiopia by Mussolini’s 
Fascist legions seems now to have been 
forgotten. Forgotten also is the procla¬ 
mation of Cardinal Schuster of Milan 
: who, on October 25, 1935, declared: 
"The Italian flag is at this moment 
'bringing in triumph the Cross of Christ 
to Ethiopia to free the road for the 
emancipation of the slaves, opening it 
at the same time to our missionary 
propaganda.” 

From Addis Adaba, Rev. C. Gordon 
Beacham, director of the Sudan In¬ 
ferior Mission has issued an urgent call 
for young Christian men to volunteer 
as Evangelical teachers in Ethiopia. He 
states: "The Emperor [Haile Selassie] 
is by no means partial to Catholics and 
would prefer Evangelicals.” A particu¬ 
lar need is for “a suitable couple to 
come and take charge of a Rest Home 
for our missionaries in Ethiopia,” and 
financial assistance for such a home. 
The Ethiopian Government has official¬ 
ly requested Evangelical workers from 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president of 
Wheaton College in Illinois. 

Here is a real challenge to Evangeli¬ 
cal Protestants. 



Take 
Time 


To Be I 
Holy” 


f PET HOUR 

Steal away from u. cares of the work-a-day 
world _a few moments each day, and in the 
refreshing tranquility of silence Hood your soul 
with a faith-inspiring devotion in THE QUIET 
HOUR. This handy, pocket-size devotional 
guide is bringing new hope, happiness and 
inner peace to thousands. Each quarterly issue 
contains 90 daily devotions consisting of (l) 
a Bible verse, (2) a meditation, (3) a prayer 
and (4) a thought to carry through each day. 

Start today to share the enriching Christian experi¬ 
ence of daily meditation. Mail the coupon NOW! 
You tv ill receive 365 daily devotions for only 25 c. 


MAH COUPON NOW! 


> DAVID C. COOK Publishing Co. 4 

[ S30-QJ N. Grove Ave., Elgin, 111. * 

f Enclosed please find $. for. i 

l yearly subscriptions to The QUIET d 
HOUR at 25c each. Club Rate — 5 or 
r more copies to one address 5 c each ^ 
) per quarter. i 

Name . . 

J Address . i 

^ City.Zone.State. 4 

S am a 0 Layman, □ Pastor, 

* □ 5. S. Supt., 0 S. S. Teacher. * 
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SWEDEN—EXAMPLE OF A PROTESTANT j 

COUNTRY 


By L. H. Lehmann and J. J. Murphy 


P REVIOUS ARTICLES in this 
magazine have analyzed condi¬ 
tions in countries where the Ro¬ 
man Catholic religion has exclusively 
controlled education, morals, marriage, 
social life, and the making of war and 
peace. There is ample evidence to show 
that, in the Latin-European countries 
of Italy, Spain and Portugal, as well 
as in South American countries and 
in Catholic Quebec, where the effects 
of the Protestant Reformation have 
not been allowed to penetrate, illiter¬ 
acy and illegitimacy are abnormal¬ 
ly high, the masses of the people are 
generally impoverished, the standard 
of morals is not of the best, wars and 
pestilences have abounded, and human 
life in general has not been held in very 
high esteem. 

In Portugal, for instance, according 
to Time magazine of last July 22, the 
percentage of those who can read and 
write is only 50%, but adds that since 
those who can barely sign their names 
are- counted as literate, the actual fig¬ 
ure is much lower.” 


of 47 years in more fortunate areas, tot 
a low of 32 years in Peru. Infjjl 
French-Catholic cities of Quebec, health : 
records improve in direct proportion 
to the number of Protestant inhabi¬ 
tants. 


For contrasting conditions in a whol-fl 
]y Protestant country with those in the U 
Catholic-dominated countries mention- 
ed above, no better example can bf|j 
found than Sweden. 


In Latin American countries illiter¬ 
acy is estimated as ranging from. 50% 
to 80%, and illegitimacy from 25% to 
50%. The authoritative work, Latin 
America in the Future World* (p. 4), 
states that, “One half of the Latin- 
American population is suffering from 
infection or deficiency diseases.” The 
average life-span ranges from a high 


Here is a country that has been cml 
pletely cut off from Catholic influence J 
since the Reformation. Of particuhfim 
significance is the fact that Sweden : 
broke from Rome in 1527 — thirtimk 
years before the Jesuit order taos : 
founded, and to this day is the 
country in Europe, except SwitzerlaiifiM 
that still prohibits the establishment of t 
the Jesuit order within its confines. I| f| 
dividual Jesuits have been able to enf||’i 
Sweden since the end of the last cen¬ 
tury, but missionary activity is not al¬ 
lowed them and they can work there 
only under the guise of assistants to 
the ordinary parish priests. Out <g.: 
Sweden’s total population of 6,266,88|| 
there are only 3,500 Roman Catholiejj 
It has been coynpletely free from war 
for the past 132 years. 


* Published in 1945 under the auspices of 
the National Planning Association,_ with ap¬ 
proval and cooperation of all Latin Amer¬ 
ican countries. 


The following summary of conditio® j 
in Protestant Sweden speaks for itself.;; 
How much those are due to its almost 
100% adherence to Evangelical Chris- 
tianity as reasserted by Martin Luther.,. 
and to its complete freedom from Jesu¬ 
it Catholic influence, our readers c|jj 
judge for themselves: 
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l&jjjjIClON 

After its conversion to Christianity 
Sweden finally came under papal do- 
■-ginion, as did all Western Europe by 
the later Middle Ages. But it was one 
of the last countries in Western Europe 
to come under the power of the pope. 
A History of Sweden* by Carl Grim- 
ber*’' (P- 59) speaking of the middle of 
pe.GSth century says: 

- “By this time most of the European 
lauds recognized the pope in Rome as 
their spiritual head. The Holy Fa¬ 
ther, as he was called, was regarded 
as the successor of St. Peter and the 
vicegerent of Christ on earth. Should 
anyone, even though he were a prince 
or king, venture to resist an order of 
i the Church, the pope would issue a 
bull of excommunication against 
p him, and woe to anyone who fell un- 
der this ban. He was thrust out from 
| Christian society, no priest was al¬ 
lowed to administer Communion to 
jf| him or to bury his dead body. No 
gpbne must shelter him or give him 
p food or drink. He was cursed in life 
Hy and cursed in death. He was a wan- 
jj derer on earth, and, if he died under 
H the ban, his soul was held to be lost.” 

IS Through the Reformation the church 
of Sweden became entirely Protestant 
and has remained faithful to the Evan¬ 
gelical doctrines of Luther to this day. 
It is strictly a Lutheran country, demo- 
eratie. in both church and state in the 
truest sense of the word. 

The following quotations about the 
religion of Sweden are taken from The 
Sweden Yearbook, 1938: 

jfe, “The Reformation was carried through 
in its external forms shortly after 1520 
by Gustavus Vasa . . . The predominat¬ 
ing religious personality of the Reform¬ 
ation period was Olaus Petri, a brave, 
I pure and steadfast character, who was 
untiring in his zeal, hut moderate and 


* Published in 1945, by Augustana Boole 
Concern, Rock Island, Ill. 



sober, at once a reformer and a human¬ 
ist.. . His younger brother, Laurentius, 
was for over 40 years archbishop of 
Uppsala and completed in a wise and 
prudent manner the improvement of 
the Church. No Roman Catholic min¬ 
ority remained. The Episcopate and di¬ 
ocesan synods wei'e retained and church 
adornment was not interfered with . . . 
The independence of the Church was 
maintained against the pretensions of 
the State. The Bible and other religious 
books were translated . . . The out¬ 
standing figure in the modern history 
of the Church of Sweden is Archbishop 
Nathpn Soderblom (died 1031) who in¬ 
augurated the world-wide church unity 
movement throughout the world . . . 
“The Reformation eliminated the sacri¬ 
fice of the Mass from the church sendee 
and made the sermon the central fea¬ 
ture . . . The principal service is still 
called High Mass, hut may, however, 
be celebrated without the Eucharist.” 
(pp. 45-6) 

“The relations of the Church to other 
religious denominations are nowadays 
regulated by the Dissenters Act, 1873. 
Marriage by registrar as optional was 
introduced in 1908. Besides the Metho¬ 
dist community, counting about 15,001) 
members, only a few very small com¬ 
munities have seceded from the Church. 
About U per cent of the population are 
not baptized. There are about 3,500 
Roman Catholics and 6,500 Jews . . 
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'The Swedish Mission Association’ with 
about 113,000 members is Congrega¬ 
tional . . . but remains within the es¬ 
tablished Church, as do the Baptists 
with more than 65,000 members.” (p. 
43) 

The democratic nature of the Prot¬ 
estant church in Sweden is emphasized 
as follows: 

“The Church of Sweden consists of 
2,564 parishes. In each parish there 
is a parish assembly in which all men 
and women who have not seceded 
from the church are entitled to vote. 
In small parishes the parish assembly 
elects the vestry or church board, 
and decides in local church ques¬ 
tions. . . The clergy are elected by 
the parish on very democratic prin¬ 
ciples. The right of the parish to 
elect its own priest originates in the 
ancient self-government. .. The bish¬ 
ops are elected by the clergy of the 
diocese. . (p. 42) 


GOVERNMENT 

From World Week magazine of Feb. 

18, 1946 (pp. 4-5) : 

“Sweden is a socialist democracy 
with the most advanced social wel¬ 
fare program and the highest stand¬ 
ard of living in all of Europe.” 

“In 1866 the Riksdag or parliament 
was made into a democratic bicamer¬ 
al legislative body, and universal suf¬ 
frage was adopted. . . The govern¬ 
ment is a constitutional monarchy, 
somewhat like that of Britain. The 
present Constitution, adopted on 
June 6, 1809, is the oldest written 
constitution in Europe. . . A repub¬ 
lic could be established at any time 
by the vote of two successive Riks¬ 
dags. The real chief executive is the 
prime minister, appointed by the 
King at the recommendation of the 
Riksdag. He is usually the leader of 
the party having the largest repre¬ 
sentation in the national legislature. 

. . For many years the largest po¬ 


litical organization in the country I 
has been the Social Democratic par- § 
ty, a socialist group whose program I 
is not unlike that of the British La- j 
bor party.” 

In the spirit of true democracy the S 
emphasis in Sweden is on local govern-; 1 
ment and decentralization. For exam- 1 
pie, in its highly efficient program of 5 
preventive medicine and medical care, i 
the bulk of the expense is carried by j 
local communities, with federal funds ■ 
as a sort of supplement aiming mostly ; 
at ironing out inequities between poor- j 
er and richer districts. 

Swedes, whether male or female, are 
allowed to vote after their 23rd year, j 

FREEDOM OF WOMEN 

Carl Grimberg in his History of 
Sweden says (p. 349): 

“In 1845 the first step in establish¬ 
ing woman’s rights was taken, when 
the Riksdag decided that the inhcri- j 
tance of brother and sister shouldd|» 
equal. Another step in her emancipa¬ 
tion was taken when the Riksdag de¬ 
cided that an unmarried woman was 
of age and responsible for herself at 
the same age as a man. The Riksdag 
has also from time to time opened a 
way for her to earn her support. She 
has been given the right to enter 
trades, professions, and government 
service. For a long time her highest 
aim was to secure the right of 
suffrage. This reform was carried 
through the Riksdag of 1919 and was 
confirmed by the Riksdag of 1921 |jj 

MORALS 

The Sweden Yearbook, 193S says 
(p. 195) : 

“A characteristic feature in the Swed¬ 
ish legislation concerning the sale of 
alcoholic liquor and wines is that pri¬ 
vate economic interest is to a very great 
extent disconnected from that sale. Tills 
is practically the case not only with 
reference to the wholesale business but 
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as regards the retail as well which 
comprises about 00 % of the total trade. 
The two branches of sale arc namely 
l I ( ,„trusted to separate organs ... in real¬ 
ity they arc public institutions over 
v lV |!ose management and activities the 
public authorities exercise decisive 
jjKsway.” 

BiThere is a so-called Bratt system that 
regulates the sale of liquor both as to 
quantity and purchaser. It is to be sold 
on ]y to known persons who will not 
-abuse it. Local communities are allow- 
M jf the right to vote down the sale of 
I a u liquor. The number of liquor stores 
is kept small and scattered. Community 
temperance boards gather and give out 
to liquor-store employees information 
lor their guidance, including the names 
jpE/individuals from whom liquor should 
be withheld. 

I peter Wieselgren, a Lutheran minis- 
per in the early 19th century, was the 
iffer eat reformer who killed the abuse of 
fcjquor that for a while threatened the 
Bjaifii of all Sweden. 

EDUCATION 

Education has been compulsory in 
Sweden since 1842. 

“Swedish popular education is not 
; surpassed in any country and is 
; equaled in few.” (A History of 
J§ Sweden by Carl Grimberg, p. 357) 

The prominent role played by the 
Protestant church in bringing educa¬ 
tion in Sweden to its present high level 
is stressed in The Sweden Yearbook, 
1!>3S on page 42: 

“The schools were inaugurated by the 
I church. The high standard of educa- 
g;| tfon of the people was originally to a 
great extent the result of the work of 
the clergy. The old order of the parish 
assembly electing school boards is pre¬ 
served only in small parishes. In all 
others local school questions are in the 
hands of the communal authorities, 
who elect the school board, on wliich 
i| Uie clergy is represented. Religious 
teaching In the Bible and church his¬ 
tory is given in all schools.” 


The development of the scientific 
mentality in Sweden is attested by the 
wealth of that country’s inventions. In 
industry alone Sweden’s original con¬ 
tributions in the electrical field are out¬ 
standing, not to mention its invention 
of dynamite, screw propellors, steam 
turbines, precision gauges, safety mat¬ 
ches, and hall bearings in other essen¬ 
tial fields of industry. In medicine a 
Swedish scientist discovered the body’s 
lymph glands, and so on in other fields. 

The annual Nobel Prizes,* establish¬ 
ed by the Swede, Alfred Nobel, are an 
internationally famous testimony to 
Sweden’s keen interest in scientific 

* There are five: for physics, chemistry, 
medicine, literature, world peace. 



GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS 
King of Sweden (1611-1632) 
"Hero Of the Protestant World.” 


By his great victories over the Catholic 
forces during the Thirty Years’ War he 
“broke the political and religious bonds by 
which Europe was fettered through the 
lust for power of emperors and popes.” 
(Sweden—Ancient and Modern, p. 48) 
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progress and world culture, and a stim¬ 
ulus toward still greater achievement. 


HEALTH 

The average life of people, which at 
one time was only 35 years, has now ris¬ 
en to 56 years. The above-quoted His¬ 
tory of Sweden (p. 352) makes the 
above statement, adding that this rate 
is “the highest in the world.” An arti¬ 
cle in the N. Y. Times of March 11, 
1946, states that in Sweden, “Life ex¬ 
pectancy has risen to an average of 64 
years, and rates per straightlife insur¬ 
ance are about 3 points lower than in 
the United States 


In the development of social medi- Jg 
cine and preventive medical care Swed- ij 
en is second to no country in the world; i 
It has also such widespread hospitali- ;|| 
zation plans that ample provision is 
made for everyone at exceedingly small 
cost. 

Sports as a means of developing and Jj 
preserving sound health are highly de- % 
veloped and publicly encouraged in j 
Sweden. Practically everyone in Swed- 1 
en owns a canoe or tiny sailboat, and 
nearly every second person has a bi- % 
cycle. 


The American Swedish Monthly of 
October, 1945, says (p. 6) : 

“Public health in Sweden is not 
merely a matter of medical care. It 
is significant that the,local govern¬ 
ment bodies, on whom falls the major 
burden of carrying out public health 
ordinances, also give financial sup¬ 
port to the temperance movement 
and to activities of the organizations 
for promotion of sport and profitable 
use of leisure time. Nor should the 
part played by the improved system 
of Ling gymnastics in the school cur¬ 
riculum be overlooked in any assess¬ 
ment of Swedish health measures.” 
“In general the whole public health 
system, which is well integrated with 
the structure of popular government, 
aims at keeping the nation well rath¬ 
er than restoring people to health af¬ 
ter thev have become ill. This fact 
does not, however, prevent the 
Swedes from having a hospital sys¬ 
tem which is one of the most remark¬ 
able in the world—not least with re¬ 
gard to the cost of hospitalization.’ 
“Private hospitals account for only 
about 2 per cent of the total hospital 

accommodation. . .” 

World Week of Feb. 18, 1946, says: 
“It costs about 65 cents a day for 
hospital ward care, and wards for 
diseases are free.’’ 


CULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
PROGRESS 

In contrast to the Catholic countries | 
of Europe that are backward and pov- | 
erty-stricken and yet constantly breed¬ 
ing wars, Protestant Sweden has avokiyj 
ed war for the past 132 years. World _ 
Week (Feb. 18, 1946) says of Swede^H 
march toward progress that, ‘ ‘ She is h | 
socialist democracy with the most ad- ;? 
vanced social welfare program and the | 
highest standard of living in all of Emf-^ 
ope.” In the field of social secu||S 
Sweden has advanced farther than any ^ 
other nation in Europe. 

The Sweden Yearbook 1938 says (p.' : ; 
192) : 

“Branches of social insurance have ) 
had several years of development. 
Foremost in this development is acci- |J 
dent insurance, which has been ob¬ 
ligatory for all workers since 1916:3 
Old age and disability insurance was 
made compulsory by law in 1913 for 
practically the whole population. . j 
Sickness insurance, like unemploy¬ 
ment insurance, is based on a system 
of voluntary, state-supported funds.’ 




World Week quoted above say|jjl 
“Swedes were among the first to de¬ 
velop city planning, and airy, modem 
architecture. Forty per cent of the poo- ■; 
pie live in cities, but there are no n?Jj|| 
slums in Sweden.’’ 
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jj j ^employment is negligible in Swed- 
aI1 d there are no extremes of riches 
6 poverty. Through state-aided hous- 
BK\ : e0 . 0 ps most city workers can build 
lieir own prefabricated, one-family, 
llpern bungalows. The city supplies 
■gp land, electricity, water and gas. 
Apartment house co-ops give Swedes 
-roomy private apartments at very low 
- rentals. 

In the great movement of “co-opera- 
Wff js” that contribute so much toward 
MfegW democracy economic as well as 
Apolitical, Sweden is not only world 
Rader but the home of co-operatives. 
World Week above-quoted says: 
“Although labor controls the govern- 
v ment, Swedish workers are ever alert 
to check monopolies, whether private 
or state. That is why Sweden is the 
home of co-operatives. Consumer eo- 
jp nps are stores which are owned and 
- run by the consumers themselves. Co- 
P ops really hit their stride in Sweden 
jpin 1899, when several Konsums (co¬ 
ops) united to form the Co-operative 
g; Union. ’ ’ 

Industrial-labor relations in Sweden 
are as close to the ideal as civilization 
lias anywhere attained. Labor is well 
provided fox*, in contrast to its exploit- 
ation in Spain, Portugal, Latin Amer¬ 
ica, pre-war Poland and other typical 
Catholic countries. 

A History of Sweden quoted-above 
says (p. 354) : 

(I ‘‘Much has been done in the interest 
of labor through legislation. A nor- 
j| mal working day has been establish- 
mt ed; protection to life and limb of the 
laborer has been provided; regula¬ 
tions regarding the labor of women 
j| and children have been made, pro¬ 
tecting them from hurtful labor and 
over-exertion; likewise regulations 
Jj- for compensation to the laborer in 
j|. case of accidents or injuries while at 
H work, and aid in case of sickness. 

Loans are made by the state to labor- 
j| ers, enabling them to build their own 


homes; old-age pensions have also 
been established.” 

World Week for February 18, 1946; 
“The dislike of government interfer¬ 
ence is a- trait of Sivedish labor. Near¬ 
ly all Swedish unio-ns want to handle 
their grievances directly with man¬ 
agement, without any government in¬ 
tervention.” 

Sweden has had only one major 
strike in about 20 years. The average 
loss of working time through strikes or 
lockout per man per year is less than 
half an hour. Sweden is the 7iiost high¬ 
ly industrialized country in Europe. 

Swedes have no anti-strike laws. Yet 
they and their country get along better 
without strikes. “The standard of liv¬ 
ing is, along with that of Switzerland, 
the highest in Europe,” (World Week, 
ut supra). 

Where labor relations are thriving 
and scientific progress is unimpeded by 
religious reaction and the monopolies 
of a few rich families as in Catholic 
countries, industrial progress is bound 
to boom. Such is the case in Sweden. 
The Sweden Yearbook, 1938 (p. 185) 
confirms this: 

“The progress of industry during 
the last decades is reflected in the 
people’s trades distribution. Up to 
1870 the agricultural population was 
72 per cent of the total inhabitants, 
while industry and trade comprised 
not more than 20 per cent of the 
people. But according to the census 
of 1930 the corresponding percent¬ 
ages were 39 and 54 respectively. 
During the 60 years that intervened 
between these censuses the industrial 
and commercial population increased 
from 825,000 to 3,300,000 persons... 
Owing to the introduction of machi¬ 
nery the decrease in agricultural 
population has not prevented a 
steady increase of the cultivated 
ai-eas and greatly increased returns. ” 
Gi-imberg (p. 340) says: 

“There are at present about 12,000 
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factories in operation in Sweden, em¬ 
ploying some 400,000 persons with, an 
annual output amounting to over a 
billion dollars.” 

The religious and cultural contribu¬ 
tion of Swedish immigrants to the Uni¬ 
ted States needs no comment. Nor does 
space permit a full account of the fruit¬ 
ful activities of Evangelical Swedish 
missionaries in all parts of the world. 
Mention might be made of Bishop Sod- 
erblom and the Evangeliska foster- 
landsstiftelsen movement which, by 
preaching and missionary work, books 
and schools, has greatly advanced the 
cause of Evangelical Christianity at 
home and abroad. Baptist congrega¬ 
tions in Sweden have also been active 
in missionary work. 

In view of the foregoing facts, no 
one can escape the obvious conclusion 
that a country or a civilization which 
upholds and preaches the full Gospel 
teaching is sure to show its beneficial 
effects in every walk of life. And this 
is in accord with Christ’s dictum: ( ‘By 
their fruits ye shall know them 
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SALVATION AND 
CHRISTIAN PROFESSION 

By John J. Kelly 

I. What is Salvationf 

1. A reception of Jesus Christ by PeriijJjH 

al faith in the atonement of Christ*Jj 
John 1:12; Rom. 6:8; Isa. 53:4-G, ‘ : |§ 

2. A liberation from sin through the 
atonement of Christ. John S:3G; Rom ^ 
6:14. 

3. A forgiveness of sin through ktw(! 
atonement and resurrection of Christ "% 
Eph. 1:7; 1 John 1:9. 

4. A new and eternal life through thelj 
atonement of Christ. John 3:5; 16, 36 - ;jj 
1 John 5:1. 

5. A Saviour, divine and eternal, derived 
through the atonement of Christ, John® 
5:24; 10:27, 28; Rom. 8:35-39. 

II. What arc evidences of Salvationt ;fg 

1. The authority of God’s Word. 1 PeterlJ 
1:23; John 6:63. 

2. The testimony of the Holy Spirit, | 
Rom. 8:16. 

3. The testimony of Christian Love. l] j 
John 3:14. 

4. The experience of a changed life, n f 
Cor. 5:17. 

5. A delight in the things of God. Pa. I 
40:8; Gal. 6:14. 

III. How are we to confess Christ.. \||| 

1. With the mouth. Rom. 10:9-10; Fsa. 
107:1. 

2. Through the ordinances of the church. 1 
Rom. 6:5; I Cor. 11:26. 

3. Through a godly life. II Cor. 3:2. 

4. Through the power of the Holy Splrffip 
Acts 1:8. 

IV. Why should we confess Christt | 

1. Because He Is worthy. Rev. 4:11:,IBM| 
12 . 

2. Because it is a condition of salvation. . 
Rom. 10:9, 10. 

3. Because it is an expression of grati(g§ 
tude. Rom. 1:16: Gal. 6:14. 

4. Because the world requires it. Matt: ■ 
5:16. 

5. Because it is a condition of heavenly 
recognition. Matt. 10:32, 33. 

V. The nature and definitions of sin. 

1. Lawlessness is sin. I John 3:4. 

2. Neglect is sin. James 4:17. 5' 

3. Doubt is sin. Rom. 14:23. 

4. Unbelief is sin. John 16:8, 9. 

5. All unrighteousness is sin. I John • 
5:17. 


(John S:15-1G) 
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THE FUTURE OF PROTESTANTISM 


By L. H. Lehmann 


i * FLOOD of healthy self-criti- 
; ./V c i sm of Protestantism has been 
X coining recently from its lead- 
jlfen America. Their findings vary, 
mat although all sound a note of ur- 
jj.pt warning, few, surprisingly, are 

pessimistic. 

'The sharpest critic of them all is Dr. 
Charles C. Morrison, editor of The 
Wjjjjkstian Century, in a recent series 
Betides entitled “Can Protestantism 
^iu America?” He blames the appar¬ 
ent powerlessness of Protestantism to- 
olav on the cleavage between the “con¬ 
servative - fundamentalist” element — 
"which, he says, “has withdrawn from 
the cultural scene and talien its Chris- 
lllpty with it”—and the “liberal” 
, (modernist) element,- which he says, 
lllf&g swallowed secularism whole. ’ ’ Al¬ 
though he is more severe on the funda¬ 
mentalists, he confesses that Protes¬ 
tantism will never win America unless 
1 it boldly stands up and positively pro¬ 
claims its own Gospel. 

All the Protestant self-critics agree 
- on one thing—the increasingly success¬ 
ful activity of Roman Catholicism. This 
Bi t alarming to all of them, and they 
popcnly admit that -Roman Catholicism 
Its not only a threat to Protestantism 
but also to our entire American culture 
land way of life. Dr. Morrison, for in¬ 
stance, declares: 

p| “Roman Catholicism is a self-enclosed 
system of power, resting upon the broad 
Imse of the submission of its people, 
J| whose submission it is able to exploit 
jj for the gaining of yet more power in the 
political and cultural life of the secular 
community ... Its triumph in America 
would radically transform our culture 
jp| and change the character of our demo¬ 
cratic institutions.” 


One of the most hopeful expositions 
of Protestantism’s present position and 
future is that of Professor Kenneth 
Scott Latourette, in the March, 1946, 
issue of the magazine Church History. 
Professor Latourette digs deep into his¬ 
tory for trends, and comes up with the 
conviction of “the relative decline of 
the Roman Catholic church and the 
continued passing to Protestantism of 
leadership in the Christian forces.” He 
bases his conviction on the fact, in the 
first place, that already “in the 19th 
century Christianity spread relatively 
more rapidly through Protestants than 
through Roman Catholics.” And he 
adds, “this was true whether the ex¬ 
pansion was by migration of European 
traditionally Christian peoples, or by 
the conversion of non-Christian, and 
non-Occidental folk.” He then goes on 
to state that although Roman Catholic¬ 
ism made rapid strides also during the 
last century, it has suffered irretriev¬ 
able losses, through the war, by de¬ 
crease in funds, decline in morals and 
education, and the disturbed political 
and economic conditions in Western 
Europe where the church of Rome has 
been centered for so long. He further¬ 
more holds that Roman Catholics in the 
United States “ have about reached the 
height of their percentage of the popu¬ 
lation.” 

Among the reasons he gives for his 
conviction that the future of Chris¬ 
tianity belongs to Protestantism are the 
following: It is more flexible than 
either Roman Catholic or Eastern 
Christianity, hence better able to adapt 
itself to changing conditions; it is so 
closely tied to historic (Evangelical) 
Christianity as not to become den- 
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natured; it will not, on the other hand, 
succumb to the temptation of conform¬ 
ing too closely with new and transient 
environments, because of its firm 
grounding in its Reformation prin¬ 
ciples. He also places hope in the new 
Ecumenical Movement, that will pre¬ 
vent Protestantism from being frag¬ 
mented into national churches. He 
holds that the rapid spread of Evangel¬ 
ical missionary activities, especially in 
Latin America and the Philippines, is 
another hopeful sign of future Protes¬ 
tant triumphs. 

These findings of Professor Latou- 
rette are, of course, strictly those of an 
historian, and many will not be as con¬ 
vinced as he that an abstract study of 
historical trends gives positive proof 
that Protestantism will eventually tri¬ 
umph over Roman Caitholioism. To 
them the factual power already pos¬ 
sessed by the church of Rome, especial¬ 
ly in America, would seem to indicate, 
in fact, that Protestantism will have a 
hard struggle to exist at all in the near 
future. And everyone must admit that 
the church of Rome has advantages on 
its side that Protestantism has, , so far, 
been unable to emulate. 

It might be well, therefore, to com¬ 
pare the positions of Roman Catholi¬ 
cism and Protestantism in another 
light, namely, their relative attraction 
for the masses of the people, and the 
actual power that each can demon¬ 
strate. Here is how I see it: 

To its advantage in this respect, Ro¬ 
man Catholicism has the following: An 
external, visible, human realism, ivhich 
meets the wide demands of the common 
people of all tunes. This is something 
tangible and empirical, which weighs 
far more with the multitude than subtle 
argument, and much more, m their 
eyes, than any Scripture text. Num- 
bers, contagious influence, spectacular 


parades, blind impulse, external a&tf 
vantages, are decisive factors in lheir " 
estimation. To the Roman Catholic peolB 
pie, their church’s realistic worsfjjg 
produces a very effective union of t) u 
esoteric and the exoteric, of aivesonum 
mystery and down-to-earth realism, 
Protestantism to them appears hM§j 
tive, because it ivories on inner , 
visible, spiritual lines. There is nothin® 
in it to appeal to the senses, no stati|p|j 
incense, rosary beads, no priest to offer 
sacrifice for their sins or to absolve 
them in confession. Even Christ an Jl 
the power of God seem to be brought 
much nearer to the Catholic worship^ 
per, and the ‘sacrifice’ of the Mass igjj 
made to appear to them as a union of|| 
the human and the divine. 

The masses of the Catholic people|j 
drugged as they are by these sensuoyjl 
appeals to the things of the flesh, 
almost entirely oblivious to the lack of f 
true sanctity in their priests and n ufj jj 
of the almost repulsive character of 
their devotions, and the fact that they 
are slaves of ecclesiastical and political! 
power. Yet, what Protestants most cpj® 
demn—a sensuous, spectacular, p olM 
ical religion—is the greatest attraction;: 
for Roman Catholics themselves. Th®| 
trust to the apparent oneness of tli||Sj 
church and its hide-bound military or-| 
ganization. 

The Protestant has nothing of this to / 
fall back upon. But for Protestantism 
to win America and the future it will| 
have to show the world something to 
take the place of the attractions that 
Roman Catholicism has to offer. Pro¬ 
testantism will make history (rntlnrr 
than having to depend upon history in 
show 7 its trends) only if it can produce, 
by means of its positive EvangeMgl 
teaching, the effects of spiritual power 
upon ivhich alone it can rest all its hofm 
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Wm promise. This power Evangelical 
Christianity actually possesses here and 
now. Every true Protestant professes 
that the Gospel is “the power of God” 
(Rom. 1:16) of which he says he is 
“not ashamed.” 

Jilt is obvious, therefore, that Protes¬ 
tantism will never make its effects 
known to the world, or secure its vic¬ 
tory in the future over Roman Catholi¬ 
cism, unless it makes that power felt in 
its fullness without further delay. 
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CONDITIONS IN FRANCO 
SPAIN 

HE PRESSURE brought to bear 
from many quarters in the past 
year against Franco Spain seems to 
have resulted in more considerate treat¬ 
ment of Protestants there. Even after 
the publication of Franco’s so-called 
“Bill of Rights” in July, 1945, permis¬ 
sion to re-open Protestant places of 
worship was granted by the authorities 
in only a few eases, according to Percy 
J. Buffard writing in the September, 
1946, issue of Tidings from Spain , pub¬ 
lished in London, England. 

In October of last year, however, 
when world pressure increased against 
Franco, limited liberty for Protestants 
to worship in private, “provided that 
services are held inside the huilding 
with no public manifestation was 
granted. Here is the text of the Govern¬ 
ment order which was sent to all pro¬ 
vincial Governors in Spain, as pub¬ 
lished in the above issue of Tidings 
from Spain: 

“In accord with article 6 of the Bill of 
Rights for Spaniards, liberty of wor- 
sliii> (cultos) is now established (queda 
establecida) for all dissident churches 
in the whole of the National territory, 
provided that services are held inside 
the building with no public manifesta¬ 
tion. 

“The representatives or ministers of 
these churches may exercise their min-* 
istry without being molested, provided 
that they confine themselves to their 
preaching and pious practices, without 
relating these to political affairs. 

“For the opening of buildings that are 
not authorized, application must be 
made to the Governor of the province 
who will not raise any difficulty, after 
inquiry has been made, and will pass 
oil a copy of the authorization to the ap¬ 
plicant and to the Ministry.” 
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This is the most that can be expected 
in countries where the Roman Catholic 
church is allied to authoritarian gov¬ 
ernments which guarantee full religi¬ 
ous liberty and right of propaganda 
only to the church of Rome. Non-Cath¬ 
olic sects are allowed no liberty of 
propaganda and may worship only in 
private. The Roman Catholic church 
alone has political influence, and the 
protection of Protestants and others is 
left to the whims of local Catholic 
priests and their fanatical followers. 

Despite all this, Protestant Evangel¬ 
ical work in Spain is reported as show¬ 
ing hopeful effects of the limited free¬ 
dom now allowed. In some places, main¬ 
ly in the villages of Spain, the above 
report states, the authorities refuse to 
grant even the small amount of liberty 
allowed to Protestants. But wherever 
Evangelical groups gather, the meet¬ 
ings are crowded and there have been 
many conversions. The following in¬ 
stances are quoted: 

“A Baptist minister some months ago 
paid a brief visit to one of our stations. 
He was only able to hold one meeting, 
but 14 people were converted. In an¬ 
other church connected with his own 
society he conducted special meetings 
for two days, with the result that 20 
accepted Christ. During this itinerary 
alone, some 56 souls testified to their 
desire to follow Christ. He speaks of 
growth everywhere.” 

One of the most pressing problems 
for the future of Evangelical Protes¬ 
tant work in Spain is the training of 
ministers to take the place of the large 
number who have been either killed or 
died in prison or exiled. 

The July-August, 1946, issue of the 
Bulletin of the Spanish Christian Mis¬ 
sion, published in Toronto, Canada, 
also reports maltreatment of Protestant 
Christians in parts of Spain. In one 


town the pastor has been imprisoned to 
the detriment of his health. Zacarias P ® 
Carles, director of the Spanish Chris. 1 ^ 
tian Mission, tells the following story 0 f 
his experiences in Madrid when thelj 
Franco rebellion started in 1936: M 

“In July, 1936, I ivas living in MaM 
drid. That was the month in which'i I 
our so-called tragic Spanish 
started. On the very first day I ivent j 
to the British and Foreign Bible So- % 
ciety, of which I was the assistant -§ 
superintendent. While going to my 
office I had to pass by a convent. § 
When I was in front of it, I had to'i 
hide myself, since from the windows % 
of the Romani church building priests % 
and others with machine-guns were | 
fighting against the passers-by. Manyy 
of them were hilled by the priests. 
When men were able to come near [ 
the church, it was set on fire and the 4 
priests, still wearing their clerical 4 
robes, were captured, carrying their 
machine-guns with them. Then tk|jjl 
were shot. They were hilled, not be¬ 
cause they were priests, but because 
they had been murdering their fel¬ 
low-citizens. 

“I lcnew at once that our war had 
been started with the help of the : 
Vatican. Even the Pope sent $3,000,-: : 
000 to help Franco. Many Spaniards', 
hate the Roman church on account of 
her association with the bloody Span-: 
ish war. Some Spaniards even hate 
God, since what they hnozv of God 
they know only through the Roman 
church .) 

United Editorial’s (London) reliable 
Spanish News Letter for July, 1946, 
edited by Charles Duff, gives sign fi 
cant figures on Franco Spain’s prison 
statistics and the extraordinary in¬ 
crease in the amount of money spent 
out of the national budget this year for 
the armed forces—and “security’*; 
police. , III 
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jjl& l ,S|iii Spain’s official Radio Nacional 
tefe; jj a y 25, Franco’s Minister of Jus- 
j. Fernandez Cuesta, boasted that 
jg; uprauco is closing prisons and opening 
W bools- In recent months more than 
it If 000 prisoners from the Marxist re- 
W bellion have gone out of Spanish pris- 
ong au d now only 9,850 remain ...” 

| On the other hand, of the total rev- 
jj enue of 10,544,000,000 pesetas, 5,239,- 
j| 000,000, or approximately 50%, has 
| been allocated for the Army, Navy and 
I Air Forces alone. Another 10% - 12% 
|j jiff s to support the police, security 
BBIfivices, civil guards, carabineros, 
g Jjglniatenes (armed civilians), and 
|' others, such as Falangists, bank guards, 
i prison and concentration camp guards, 
etc. 

| Compared to this six and a half bil- 
||; {ion pesetas (60% of the entire budget) 
m to cover expenses of safeguarding 
Franco's Police State, only 94 million 
g| pesetas go for Spain’s agricultural pro- 
j? - gram, and only 634 million for educa- 
B < tion. 



ANSWER! 

By Joseph Zacccbello 


E ACH MONTH, Mr. Zacchello, a 
former priest, answers objections 
made by Roman Catholics against the 
beliefs of Evangelical Christians. Scrip¬ 
ture quotes are from the official Cath¬ 
olic version of the Neiv Testament. 
This month his answers concern: 


PURGATORY 

Roman Catholics say: 

1. There is a temporal place of ex¬ 
piation and punishment after death 
for believers, called Purgatory: 

2. In Purgatory believers must satis¬ 
fy: a) for venial sins; b) for the 
temporal punishment that remains 
after mortal sins have been forgiven. 

ANSWER: 

The Roman Catholic doctrine of Pur¬ 
gatory contradicts the teaching of the 
Bible. The Bible nowhere speaks of a 
temporal state of punishment after 
death for believers, but clearly states 
that when the believer dies he enters 
into rest: 

“Blessed are the dead, who die in the 
Lord. From henceforth now, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours; for their works follow 
them.” Rev. (Apoe.) 14:13. (See al¬ 
so Luke 16:22; Eccles. 12:7;) 

Some teach that there was a place 
apart from hell and heaven where 
Christ went after his crucifixion, and 
where the believers of the Old Testa¬ 
ment were waiting for the Saviour. But 
this view should not be confused with 
the Roman Catholic dogma of Purga¬ 
tory, which Catholics believe to be a 
place where believers are tortured for 
an indefinite period in expiation of 
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their sins. 

Furthermore, the Bible never men¬ 
tions venial sins. One sin may be more 
heinous than others ( Jer. 7:26; John 
19:11), but“27te wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23). The Apostle Paul here 
does not speak of just some sins, but of 
all sin. (See also Gal. 3:10; Janies 2: 
10 ). 

According to Roman Catholic teach¬ 
ing, two kinds of punishment are due 
to mortal sin: eternal (in hell forever), 
and temporal (in purgatory). Eternal 
punishment is cancelled by the ‘sacra¬ 
ments’ of Baptism and Extreme Unc¬ 
tion, or by an act of perfect contrition 
with promise of confession. Temporal 
punishment, they teach, is not can¬ 
celled by these sacraments, but by 
works of penance, by almsgiving, by 
paying a priest to say mass, by indul¬ 
gences etc., which reduce the temporal 
punishment for mortal sins that would 
have to be suffered in Purgatory. Thus, 
even if all the mortal sins of a Roman 
Catholic are forgiven in confession by 
a priest, and he does not perform 
enough of these ‘good works,’ he will 
go to Purgatory and remain there in 
tortui-e till his soul is completely puri¬ 
fied. 

According to the Bible teaching, 
however, no one can satisfy for the 
punishment due to our sins, since Jesus 
Christ our Saviour has satisfied for us 
freely and completely by his sacrifice 
on the cross. Our faith in Jesus Christ 
alone obtains forgiveness for us, not 
our works: 

“Forty grace you are saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, for 
it is the gift of God; Not of works, 
that no man may glory.” (Eph. 2: 
8, 9) 

“Being justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption, that is in 
Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 3:24) 


“For by one oblation he hath mwmL 
fected for ever them that are smBti 
fled.” ( Heb. 10:13). 

“There is now therefore no condemn, 
nation to them that are in Chrisjm 
Jesus.” (Rom. 8:1) 

“And you, when you were dead iJi 
your sins, and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh; he hath quickened to./f 
gether with him, forgiving you aim 
offences.” (Col. 2:13) 

The Roman Catholic church cannot# 
even take the credit for being the firstjf 
to invent this money-making doctrine 
of Purgatory. She adopted it from pa- 
ganism — from Egyptian, Greek and 
Roman mythology. “In every land «« 
find the pagan priesthood, ‘devouriij m 
widows houses’ and making )nerc/ia|ij 
disc of the tender feelings of sorrow-■ 
ing relatives, sensitively alive to the ihfi§. 
mortal happiness of the beloved dcad.’M 
(cf. The Two Babylons, by Alexander 
Hislop). 





The Converted Catholic Magazine 


249 



IJ T |„,- JESUIT Father Edmund A. Walsh 
mm ti,c only religious educator assigned 
jjjlffipronie Court Justice Robert H. Jaclc- 
^Kg prosecution staff” at the Nuremberg 
according to the Brooklyn Catholic 
Rggjjjet' of last July 13. It. was this Jesuit 
■E supplied all the information relative 
! the top Nazi war criminals’ treatment 
of the churches in Germany and Nazi- 
occupied countries. He obtained much of 
jtte material from the Vatican. 

► PARAMOUNT PICTURES will be the 
distributor of a series of two-reel color 
jjjdvies of ‘popular stories from the Bible’ 
it was announced in the N. Y. Times of 

August 9. The producing company is 
MtBm :Tke Living Word, and a board of 
jgliigultants comprised of prominent clergy¬ 
men will supervise the selection and treat¬ 
ment of the stories. Included in the list of 
clergymen are two Roman Catholic priests, 
Patrick W. Sltehan of Catholic University 
||jfvVashington, D. C., and the Jesuit Father 
John La Farge, editor of the Jesuit maga¬ 
zine America. In all probability, therefore, 
none of these Bible stories will stress any 
positive Protestant doctrine that would em¬ 
barrass the Roman Catholic church in any 
way. 

► THE VATICAN has been obliged to re¬ 
call its papal nuncio to Romania, Arch¬ 
bishop Andreas Cassulo, according to the 
Christian Science Monitor of last August 6. 
BIS was accused of supporting the pro- 
Nazi government of Antonescu during the 
|far. But the Pope honored Antonescu him- 
ml, according to the N. Y. Times of July 
15, 1943, with '‘the highest decoration that 
j/ie Vatican can bestow." 

►HOMAN CATHOLIC PROPAGANDISTS 
are busy this year publicizing the cen¬ 
tenary of the birth of “Buffalo Bill,” (Col. 
William F. Cody), famous Indian scout 
and Wild West Show star, because It is 
claimed that he was baptized a Roman 
Catholic on his deathbed in 1917. 


► MUSSOLINI’S BODY was finally dis¬ 
covered, last August 12, hidden in the 
Pavia Monastery near Milan, according to 
the N. Y. ‘Times’ of August 13. Previously 
it had been liidden in the monastery of San 
Angelo since it was unearthed on April 22. 
Police arrested two monks, one of whom 
admitted to the police that he had learned 
of the hiding place in confession from 
one of the men who had stolen the body. 

► PRESIDING BISHOP Henry St. George 
Tucker of the Protestant Episcopal church 
gave the following opinion concerning the 
suggested collaboration between the (Prot¬ 
estant) World Council of Churches and the 
Vatican (as reported in the N. Y. Times of 
August 17): “I certainly cannot conceive of 
the World Council nor any of its commis¬ 
sions joining with any group in an anti- 
Russian campaign. We may not approve of 
Russia's domestic policies any more than 
the Rttssians approve of ours, but the re¬ 
sponsibility for determining domestic poli¬ 
cies falls upon the people of the respective 
countries.” 

► MORE THAN THREE MILLION Amer¬ 
ican youths in the armed services were 
enrolled in the ‘Scapular Militia,’ during 
the past five years. The ‘scapular,’ used 
by Roman Catholics all over the world, is 
made of two small woolen cushions con¬ 
nected by ribbons and worn next to the 
skin on the chest and back. Inside the 
cushions are prayers written on paper. It 
is an amulet believed to have power to 
protect the wearer from danger and to 
obtain for him special favors after death 
in purgatory. 

DURING the canonization ceremonies 
for Mother Cabrini in St. Peter’s last July 
7, a plane flew over the Basilica and drop¬ 
ped leaflets hearing a picture of Mother 
Cabrini and quotations from her writings 
upon the crowds in St. Peter’s Square. 

► THE HOPE DIAMOND (worth $154,- 
000), which is supposed to have been 
cursed because of the tragedies it has 
brought to its possessors, is now owned 
by Mrs. Evalyn W. McLean of Washing¬ 
ton, D. C. According to a recent issue of 
‘Newsweek’ Mrs. McLean has had it 
blessed “to remove the legendary curse.” 
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► EMPLOYMENT OF NUNS as public 
school teachers in Selfridge, North Da¬ 
kota, will he discontinued this fall, ac¬ 
cording to the St. Paul ‘Dispatch’ of last 
July 25. The State superintendent of pub¬ 
lic instruction, A. E. Thompson, acted 
after receiving complaints that the nuns, 
who taught school in their religious garb, 
were giving denominational religious in¬ 
struction contrary to state law. He also 
reported that “75 Catholic sisters taught 
in 17 public schools in nine North Dakota 
counties last year.” 

► SECRETARY OP STATE James F. 
Byrnes, asured Dr. Everett Clinchy of the 
Conference of Christians and Jews in a let¬ 
ter last August 14, that Article XXV of the 
Italian peace treaty covers a guarantee of 
religious freedom in Italy. The wording of 
this article, acording to the N. Y. Times of 
August 15, secures to all persons in Italy, 
“without distinction as to race, sex, lan¬ 
guage or religion, the enjoyment 0 / human 
rights and 0 / fundamental freedoms .” But 
the Pope still holds on to his Concordat 
with Mussolini, that limits religious liberty 
for Protestants and makes the Roman Cath¬ 
olic church the sole religion of the State. 

► YUGOSLAVIA has begun to take ac¬ 
tion against the many Roman Catholic 
bishops and priests who openly supported 
the Nazi-puppet regime of Ante Pavelitch 
and his murderous Ustashi. According to 
a dispatch from Belgrade in the N. Y. 
‘Times’ of last August 15, Roman Catho¬ 
lic Bishop Gregory Rozman was to be 
tried in Ljubljana on August 21 for trea¬ 
son. He has been Bishop of Slovenia since 
1980, and is now interned in the British 
zone of Austria. On the list for trial for 
treason is also Archbishop Aloysius Step- 
inats of Zagreb, who was notorious for his 
collaboration with Pavelitch in Croatia. 
Another is Bishop Shartitch, who is also 
in Austria. 

► PRIESTS were urged to “active partici¬ 
pation in politics” by Roman Catholic Bish¬ 
op Henry J. Grimmelsman of Evansville, 
Indiana, according to the Chicago Tribune 
of last May 5. “The pope wishes the clergy 
to enter politics and not confine themselves 
to the sanctuary,” he told a group of Cath¬ 
olic business men. “The idea that the 
rhumb, is not in volitics is dangerous. . .” 


► FRANCO SPAIN has created a twelve, 
man board to censor all movie films. a. c . 
cording to the N. Y. Times of last July 20 , 
eleven were appointed by the Government* 
and are representative of the Education I 
Ministry, the producers and exhibitors. The 
twelfth member of this censorship board 

is a priest appointed by the church, and the 
significant fact is that this priest has veto 1 
power over even the majority decisions of 
the other eleven members. 

► THE ASSOCIATED PRESS reported ] 
from Poland last July 21 that the Vatican 
had interceded to save the life of Arthur j 
Greiser, Nazi ruler of Poznam Province 1 
who was hanged that day for the thou- ■ 
sands he had sent to death camps during 
the Nazi occupation of Poland. He went 
to the gallows “weakkneed and mumbling , 
prayers,” the report, in the N. Y. ‘Herald 
Tribune’ of July 22, said. A later AP 
dispatch of July 22, from Rome stated 
that the Vatican had officially confirmed J 
the fact that the Pope did make the plea 
to save Greiser’s life. This was further ii 
confirmed by the official Vatican news¬ 
paper ‘Osservatore Romano’ itself. 

► LATEST agreements between the Vati¬ 
can and Franco Spain concern minor 
changes in the existing Concordat (of 
1851) while a new Concordat is in the 
making. According to the N. Y. ‘Times' * 
of last July 17, the agreements cover the 
right of the Chief of State (Franco) to 
appoint church dignitaries from the rank 
of dean down. He will also continue to 
present canons of cathedral chapters, half 
of whom are selected by competitive ex- 
aminations and half by direct appoint! ; 
ment. This is a sample of how religion is 
made a pawn for political purposes In 
Catholic-Fascist countries. 

► WISCONSIN newspapers are incensed ' 
at the lenient sentence—a $110.49 fine— j 
meted out to a Roman Catholic priest, 
Father Cyril Smetana, who was found 
guilty of causing the death of Dr. John 
Porter while driving an automobile under 
the influence of alcohol. The Wisconsin 
‘State Journal’ of July 16, 1946, published 
a reader’s protest which called such a 
light sentence a mere “slap on the wrist.’ 
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, thK LOS ANGELES TIMES’ of last 
gy reported that a girl postulant 
her mother said, was held prisoner 
i the convent of the Franciscan Mission- 
Sisters at 1714 W. Sixth St., Santa 
■Ana, was removed forcibly by three dep- 
P * * sheriffs on Superior Court orders.” 

■ Hie girl, Barbara Jean Yelton, aged 20, 
I as taken into custody by the deputies 

,, in connection with a guardianship ac¬ 
tion instituted by her mother, Mrs. Frank 
porter of Hollywood,” the report said. 

By. esquire magazine recently tried to ex¬ 
plain why Roman Catholic propaganda 
films— Going My Way, Bells of St. Mary’s, 
Keys of the Kingdom, The Green Years, 
and others—have been so fabulously suc- 
' ■ C essful while movies about Protestant min¬ 
isters are such a flop. “The investment of 
a half a million to two million dollars in 
a Protestant picture is a risky financial 
gamble," it says, “ while an acceptable Cath¬ 
olic film can hope for an audience of 
23,000,000 ticket buyers in the U. B., to say 
[ nothing of big grosses in the Latin mar¬ 
kets." Catholic films also have no trouble 
with the censors, whereas Protestant films 
would be a headache in this regard for the 
producers. 

► THE LUTHERANS, meanwhile, have 
established a $2,500,000 corporation with 
studios to produce motion pictures of 
their own, according to the N. Y. ‘Herald 
Tribune’ of last July 15. Their aim, how¬ 
ever, is not Protestant propaganda, but 
“the prevention and correction of juvenile 
delinquency.” 

► ON HIS RETURN last August 14 from 
a tour of European countries as head of 
the Presbyterian Restoration Fund Com¬ 
mission, Rev. Dr. Paul F. McConkey was 

■ reported in the N. Y. Times of that date as 
E declaring that, "The Protestant Church in 
I Europe was awake as it hadn’t been in 

many generations.” Mr. George M, Kirk, a 
J member of the National Laymen’s Com- 
K mittee who accompanied the group, also 
stated that, “ Protestants were the core of 
the resistance movements in many coun- 
I tries, and when the world knows that story 
lit will feel its obligation to the free church- 
e* of Europe.” 


► COMMENTING on the canonization last 
July 7 of Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini, 
The Christian Century remarked that what 
the Pope did was to add “not a cubit to the 
stature of the nun," but “to create a myth, 
to pay a debt and to add to the income of 
the Vatican.” It estimated that the immedi¬ 
ate income to the church by the canoniza¬ 
tion was “at least $1,000,000,” and quoted 
Religious Neios Service that “the process 
of canonizing a saint may not only take 
hundreds of years, but is also very costly.” 

► FRANCO'S representative at the inaugu¬ 
ration of Philippine independence last July 
4, was Signor Antonio Gioceochea. In the 
Christian Science Monitor of July 13, J. 
Ventura Sureda revealed that this same 
Antonio Gioceochea, in a public speech at 
San Sebastian on November 22, 1938, ad¬ 
mitted that in March, 1934, he and other 
Spanish Monarchists went to Italy to se¬ 
cure the support of Mussolini’s Govern¬ 
ment and of the Fascist Party in prepara¬ 
tion for the outbreak of civil war in Spain. 

► NEW YORK now has two Roman Cath¬ 
olic Archbishops. This came about last July 
when Pope Pius XII appointed Auxiliary- 
Bishop J. Francis A. McIntyre as titular 1 
Archbishop and Coadjutor of Cardinal 
Spellman. The appointment was hailed by 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune of July 24, as “a 
recognition of the importance of Neio York 
and of the United States in the Catholic 
world today.” 

► THE VATICAN NEWSPAPER, Osserva- 
tore Romano, severely rapped the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch for criticizing the Pope’s in¬ 
terference in the French elections. Accord¬ 
ing to an AP report of last June 11, the 
Vatican paper told the Post-Dispatch “to 
stay out of matters it did not know.” 

► WORKING GIRLS under 17 years of 
age in Franco Spain, as well as male ap¬ 
prentices under 21, are now forced by de¬ 
cree of the Falange “to attend a weekly 
one-hour class in political, religious and 
cultural indoctrination,” according to a 
report from Madrid in the N. Y. ‘Times’ 
of last August 8. Franco has also decreed 
that priests hold classes of religious in¬ 
struction in factories throughout Spain. 





252 


The Converted Catholic Magazine 


Octo ber, l9, } g 


PUBLISHERS TRY A NEW APPROACH TQ 
THE 'SACRED COW’ 




i 


STATES OF GRACE, a novel by Francis Steegmuller, Reynal & Hitchcock, 
2 14 pp., $2.50 




SPEAK THE SIN SOFTLY, by Cy Caldwell Julian Messner Inc., 332 pp.,$2.7£ 
STAR OF THE UNBORN, by Franz Werfel, The Viking Press, 645 pp., $3.00 


A n unsolved problem of 

publishers in the United States is 
how to treat the Roman Catholic church 
without running foul of Catholic cen¬ 
sorship and consequent Catholic boy¬ 
cott. The three books listed above are 
samples of what they are trying to do 
about it. 


public is starved for knowledge ij|Jj 
wants, and on the other, that the task'f 
is left to those who haven’t sufficients 
capital or outlets to ensure success oS 
worthwhile books on the CathGliJjL 
church, or to those who exploit the ahlM 
Catholic issue on sensational lines aridiff 
after the manner of the Ku Kluxers, jg 


Publishers know well that there is a 
good market for books on the Catholic 
church. They know that the American 
public is eager to get the real facts 
concerning both the religious and po¬ 
litical activities of Roman Catholicism, 
but so far, few publishers have dared to 
satisfy the public demand. The Roman 
Catholic church, in the editorial offices 
of our newspapers as well as in the 
inner sanctums of book publishers, still 
remains an untouchable ‘sacred cow,’ 
to be handled, if at all, with fear and 
trembling. 


Publishers sometimes will take tfctjg 
risk of publishing books that treat of 
the ■political aspect of the Ro||H 
Catholic church, avoiding, and making 
it clear that they are purposely av||8j 
ing, any criticism of the Catho}|gj 
church as a religion. They forget thaL 
the Catholic church’s political po#M 
comes directly from its peculiar relijlj 
ous teachings, and that to treat of the 
Catholic church and eschew its:|j| 
ligious aspect, is similar to treatingggj 
“Hamlet without the Prince of D|jj 
mark.” 


Publishers are hardly to blame for 
this. They are business men concerned 
primarily with financial investments in 
a long list of other books that would be 
jeopardized by even one book that 
would tell the truth about the Roman 
Catholic church, even though such a 
book would be of constructive value to 
a lot of people, Catholics and Protes¬ 
tants alike. They are as eager to pub¬ 
lish such books as the general public is 
to read and benefit by them. But they 
cannot afford to do so, with the result, 
the nnA hand, that the American 


In what seems to be a desperate effort: 
to find a way out of their difficulty}; 
publishers appear to be now trying i 
new approach to the Roman Catholic 
church. This new approach appears to 
be based upon the following principle; 
be as frank as you dare about tlu po¬ 
litical chicanery, and even the doubtfm 
moral effects of Roman Catholicism, 
but make sure to show that it attiilm 
doimds in the end to the prestige oj 
Roman Catholicism which can outlast 
its deepest corruptions. This melJH 
turns the old saying of “damning bf 
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into “praising by faint 
It appears that publishers 


ggjgfo^ 

feat P rai ,f’ ] 

jllllnk that by this method they have 
iRfinid a way at last of telling some of 
S * unsavory but attractive facts about 
H poiuan Catholic church, and at the 
Wt |l| t j me saving themselves from the 
wrath of its dreaded inquisitors. 
fp fojg n ew methodology in Catholic 
1 er jtieism is evident in several books re- 
|p eentl.v published that deal with the 
| priests and politics of the Roman Cath- 
" ohc church. Among them are the three 
SMBfifTlisted above. States of Grace is 
lot only a crude, but an almost salaci- 
jjiis story about priests and nuns. It is 

S B JftS'ti.i to be satirical and light-hearted. 
jip nfc if the intrigues of a rich widow, 
Miter of a bishop in Michigan, who 
j|j|§||s a convent of nuns and the priests 
in a parish in Egypt by means of bri¬ 
bery and her brother’s cooperation are 
rn auy way typical of how other Cath¬ 
olic parishes are run, then the Roman 
Catholic church is in a sad “state of 
Imice” indeed. The author even goes 
so far as to make it clear on the last 
page that his hero, the young, attrac¬ 
tive priest, Father Philip, will get new 
ideas during his trip down the Nile 
JJfh Maggy Flynn that would induce 
him to change his Roman collar for a 
collar and tie: 

“A voyage, the ancient world, a girl 
from the modem world: things like 
these gave ideas to a young priest . . . 
He suspected that lie was going to be 
given still more ideas during the trip 
down the Nile. He suspected that Maggy 
Flynn might talk to him some more, in 
that upsetting way of hers, aliout his 
collar. Might he himself like his collar 
better if it were different? Could he 
ever contemplate a change? Would it 
opeu more doors than it would shut?” 
g£-:(p. 214 ) 

pret, like the many Catholic propa¬ 
ganda movies that show the weaknesses 


of priests and nuns, this book too will 
probably be hailed, by Catholics and 
Protestants, as a very “human” story 
that makes the Catholic church more 
likeable precisely because of its evident 
corruptions. 

Speak the Sin Softly is a novel that 
runs in the same vein ... a young at¬ 
tractive priest who almost, but not en¬ 
tirely, falls into the arms of a cabaret 
girl. In this way the priest’s moral 
reputation is saved. But there is no 
effort to excuse the church, in the per¬ 
son of a conniving Jesuit, from blame 
for using this priest for its dastardly 
political purposes (in Ecuador), which 
result in the slaughter of innocent 
trusting Catholic people and the estab¬ 
lishment of a Fascist-Catholic regime. 
This part of the book is well done, and 
might be a true history of what has 
happened in Argentine rather than in 
the small country of Ecuador. But the 
Catholic church and its priests as a 
whole are shown up well in the end. 
Distasteful and uncalled for is the con¬ 
temptuous manner in which Protestant 
missionaries in that South American 
country .are pictured. This deliberate 
slap in the face against all Protestant 
missionaries is an obvious attempt to 
appease the Catholic censors for other 
things in the book that might displease 
them. 

Franz Werf el’s Star of the Unborn 
is another book that contains enough 
against the Catholic church to condemn 
him many times over to the fires of the 
Inquisition. Yet the author’s chief con¬ 
cern is to convince the reader that the 
Roman Catholic church is the only 
lasting and ideologically-dependable in¬ 
stitution that the world ever has seen 
or ever will see. It is the only institu¬ 
tion (besides a remnant of Judaism) 
still existing and holding on to its me¬ 
dieval teachings and practices a hun- 
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dred thousand years hence, in the “as- 
tromental” world into which F. W. 
himself is re-incarnated. 

This book was published after the 
death of Franz Werfel, who, though he 
never renounced his Jewish faith, did 
great service to the Roman church by 
his book and movie, Song of Berna¬ 
dette. His Star of the Unborn is a fan¬ 
tastic hodge-podge of all the heresies 
and pagan philosophies imaginable. 
Withal, it works out in the end of its 
645 pages to be a subtle vindication of 
the philosophy and ideology of Roman 
Catholicism. 

This effort by publishers to avoid the 
wrath of Catholic censors by faintly 
damning yet glorifying Roman Cath¬ 
olicism, serves no constructive purpose. 
It only adds to the purposeful confu¬ 
sion on Roman Catholic issues already 
created in the minds of the American 
public by Catholic propagandists them¬ 
selves. k. H. L. 

IN HIS BOOK, The French-Canadian Out¬ 
look, just published (Viking Press, 192 pp. 
$2.00), Mason Wade calls attention to the 
fact that to this day Catholic Quebec dif¬ 
fers little from the “New Prance” of the 
17th century with its “seigneurial system” 
and “the religious zeal of the Counter-Ref¬ 
ormation or Catholic Revival, the cultural 
tradition of classicism, the political idea 
of absolutism or benevolent despotism, and 
a semi-feudal, hierarchical concept of so¬ 
ciety." 

He also points out that French Canada is 
controlled by the Catholic church far more 
than any other community on the Ameri¬ 
can continent, that its primary education 
is extremely low, and that it busies itself 
chiefly with fighting Protestantism and the 
beneficial changes that it brings with it. 


Send sample copies of our maga¬ 
zine to your friends. We will 
mail them for you—10 for $1.00 


SOCIALISTS AND THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HE CATHOLIC CHURCH has al¬ 
ways been the great enemy of S 0 _ 
cialism. In fact, Pope Pius XI laid it 
down categorically in bis encyclical! 
Quadragesimo Anno, that “one cannot 
be at the same time a good Catholic and 
a true Socialist.” 

Yet today we see the strange phe¬ 
nomenon of the Socialists as a body li n . i 
ing up with the Roman Catholic church 
on the common ground of hatred of 
Soviet Russia, or 1 ‘ Stalinism, ’ ’ as they 
prefer' to call it. Protestants also are 
caught in the same predicament! 
Though opposed to Roman Catholicism ' 
on almost every other issue, they tend 
to endorse and work with the Vatican’si 
crusade for a ‘holy war’ against Rus¬ 
sia. The matter has been further com-i 
plicated by the Vatican’s postwar lip- 
service to democracy and its support of 
political parties with a leftist trend but 
marching under the banner of Chris¬ 
tian democracy.” 

Not all Socialists, however, have been 
stampeded into supporting the Catholic 
church’s campaign against Russia be¬ 
cause of their hatred of Stalin. McAlis¬ 
ter Coleman, in the Socialist newspaper 
The Call of last June 24, is frank in ad¬ 
mitting that, “Hating Stalinism as l 
do, I would no more seek to fight 
through the instrumentality of the 
Catholic hierarchy than I would seek to 
fight bigotry by the use of intolerance jfl 
This Socialist writer has some other 
important things to say about the Cath-j 
olic church and its present line of pre¬ 
tended interest in the working man:® 

“Throughout thg history of Socialism 
in America,” he says, “there has been 
no more persistent and malignant, ene¬ 
my of our cause than the Catholic hier¬ 
archy. Against us the Church moved up 
its most powerful weapons of propa- 
ganda and terror, bigotry and submis- 
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After >t had gained a toe-hold 
I the Eastern seaboard during the 

I passive waves of Irish and Italian 
Kmmigrat' 011 ' Catholic church pre- 
I gcr ii,ed Socialism and proceeded to at¬ 
tempt to destroy it, root and branch.” 

B)f the Catholic church’s present at- 
igmpt; to paint itself as the protector of 
HyT working man, Mr. Coleman says: 

“Whatever its illusions about the next 
world, the Catholic church is disillu¬ 
sioned about this one. In spite of such 
cheerio bits of propaganda as the pic¬ 
ture ‘Going My Way,’ in which the 
priests are no more than high-collared 
settlement workers brightening up slum 
children with ball games and barber¬ 
shop choruses, Catholicism, here as 
abroad, is authoritarian at heart, cyn¬ 
ical, opportunistic and intolerant.” 

Protestants might well take a lesson 
from this wide-awake Socialist writer 
and look and consider well before be¬ 
ing led to join in the war-making cam¬ 
paigns of the Roman Catholic church. 
Many are being deceived by the almost 
Evangelical phraseology that is now so 
common on the lips of Roman Catholic 
spokesmen, especially the smooth-speak¬ 
ing Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen. In the same 
way, says this Socialist writer, Catholic 
spokesmen “ go so far as to use Socialist 
phrases, holy-watered down, of course 
’. . . a sort of guild socialism with se¬ 
ductive gestures toward the cooperative 
movement which the Pope is now. plug¬ 
ging, but it has fooled a lot of good 
^Socialists and laborites into the belief 
that at long last the Holy Roman 
Church is seeing the light.” 

And his warning to Socialists should 
also be heeded by Protestants, that 
'when we are attached in the name of 

i migion, or are, as is now the case, 
Wooed with subtle advances by the 
slick-talking emissaries of the Pope, we 
must look to our defenses.” 
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A PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONARY in the 
Belgian Congo writes as follows: 

“A few weeks ago a friend passed on to 
me several copies of your magazine, 
and after reading them I realize that 
that is just the kind of magazine that 
will be very useful to me right now. 

“I had never had any association with 
Catholics until I passed through Portu¬ 
gal several months ago on my way here 
to the Belgian Congo as a missionary. 
Since coming here I have seen and 
heard things that I would have con¬ 
sidered falsehoods had I heard them in 
America — things concerning the Ro¬ 
man Catholic church. 

“I have read your booklet ‘Behind the 
Dictators,’ and ‘Our Priceless Heritage’ 
by Woods. I am preparing for our own 
native evangelists some outlines that 
will show the different scriptural inter¬ 
pretations of Catholic and Evangelical 
Christianity. I am finding much valu¬ 
able information in your few publica¬ 
tions I have read.” 

— W. F. Pruitt 

• • • 

ROME AND RUSSIA 

“I DO NOT THINK that the Vatican has 
made such a strong come-back as you say. 
England is taking no chances with Spain 
as a possible ally of Russia. Things are 
none too settled in Italy and the Pope is 
still very fearful. Russia may win out yet, 
but it would be better for us if Stalin 
played his cards with more consideration. 
On the other hand, I am not sure we hear 
the whole story in this country. I doubt 
if Russia is as strong as generally imag¬ 
ined. I spent part of a winter there. It is 
a cold, bitter country, and cattle are an 
awful burden, as they eat their heads off. 
Horses too. I know it can be mechanized 
in part, but fanning in Russia—most of 
it— is not easy. This is something that 
has not been given enough considera¬ 
tion.” 


— G. A. M., San Diego, Cal. 















